English 103    Assignment #2 Research Analysis Assignment
Due: (late penalty 5% applies) Final Draft is due March 27, 2020.
Brainstorming and plan workshop: March 6, 2020
Draft 1 will be discussed during the workshop on March 20, 2020. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Your final draft should be submitted together with your plan and draft 1 to demonstrate the development of your writing abilities. 
Length: 1,500 – 2,000 words.  Please write your word count at the end of the assignment.
Weight: 35%
Purpose: demonstrate your ability to write a formal research essay developing a critical textual analysis argument. You are supposed to use at least 2 scholarly sources supporting the arguments made in your essay. 
Topics: Please select one topic from the following list or choose your own. If you choose a topic of your own it needs to be confirmed with the instructor. 
1. Analyze how the theme of death is developed in select short stories of your choice. 
2. Analyze select symbols and their functions in “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings.” 
3. Analyze the different narrators and the importance of the narrator shifts in “A Rose for Emily.”
4. Compare the development of the theme of gender roles in “Boys and Girls” and “A Doll’s House.”
5. Analyze the use and function of magical realism in “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings.”
Form: the essay should be written using a formal and academic style. In terms of structure, the essay has to have an introduction (with a CLEAR thesis statement), development (presenting three or more clear arguments), and the conclusion. Please make sure that the paragraphs are also organized coherently. Each paragraph should have a topic sentence which summarizes your argument, the explanation of that topic sentence, evidence from the text that supports the main claim, and a conclusion that relates the discussion to the main thesis statement. Do not forget that the thesis statement, presented in the introduction, outlines the main (controlling) idea of the essay, as well as its supporting details. Most importantly, the arguments in the essay should present not only your observations about the text, but also your opinion with reasons for that opinion. 
References: when you quote from the text which you are analyzing, please refer to the text by putting the title in quotation marks: e.g. “The Fall of the House of Usher.” The quotes from the text should also be in quotation marks followed by the reference information, which is the author’s last name and the page number where you found the quote: “She was young, with a fair, calm face, whose lines bespoke repression and even a certain strength” (Chopin 5). The text which you analyze in your essay, as well as any other external material you use in your essay, should appear in the works cited page. Please consult the MLA or APA guide for citation information. 
